
​MT TABOR PLANT HUNT KEY​

​Rules:​​Each checked box = 1 point. Check each box​​only once! Snap an identifiable pic of​
​the plant for proof. You don’t have to fill out the whole guide, just whatever you can find.​
​Please don’t pick or eat anything, and keep Leave No Trace good practices in mind.​

​TOTAL POINTS ___/ 34​

​BUSHES/SHRUBS​
​❏​ ​Snow berries​
​❏​ ​Bittersweet nightshade​
​❏​ ​Thimble berries​
​❏​ ​Azalea​
​❏​ ​Rhododendron​
​❏​ ​Hawthorne​

​TREES​
​❏​ ​Vine maple​
​❏​ ​Bigleaf maple​
​❏​ ​Doug fir​
​❏​ ​Alder​
​❏​ ​Dogwood​

​SHORT STUFF​
​❏​ ​Dandelion or cat’s ear (either counts, but identify which one it is)​
​❏​ ​Purple clover​
​❏​ ​Hostas​
​❏​ ​Fern (Any kind. 1 bonus point if you can figure out the variety)​

​INVASIVE​
​❏​ ​English ivy​

​Blackberry types:​
​❏​ ​Himalayan​
​❏​ ​Trailing​

​FIND SOMETHING WITH:​
​(Identify the plant for an additional point, if not listed above)​

​❏​ ​Serrated leaves​
​❏​ ​Something spiky​
​❏​ ​Something with opposing leaves​
​❏​ ​Something with fuzzy leaves​

​FREE SPOTS:​
​(Identify, SPECIFICALLY, something not listed yet)​

​❏​ ​_____________________​
​❏​ ​_____________________​
​❏​ ​_____________________​
​❏​ ​_____________________​



​DESCRIPTIVE GUIDE​

​Snowberry (​​Symphoricarpos albus​​):​​Native​
​0.5 to 2m tall. Fine twigs.​
​Leaves:​​Opposite, deciduous, elliptical to oval, 2-5 cm long, margins smooth to​
​wavy-toothed.​
​Flowers:​​Pink to white, bell shaped, in clusters.​
​Fruits:​​Clusters of white, berry-like drupes, 2 seeds,​​6-15mm across.​

​Bittersweet nightshade (​​Solanum dulcamara​​):​​Invasive &​​POISONOUS.​
​1-2m tall woody vine.​
​Leaves:​​Alternate, 4–12 cm long, roughly arrowhead-shaped,​​and often lobed at the base.​
​Flowers:​​Loose clusters of 3–20, 1–1.5 cm across, star-shaped, with five purple petals.​
​Fruits:​​Ovoid red berries ~1 cm long,​​with the aspect​​and odor of a tiny tomato.​

​Thimbleberry (Rubus parviflorus):​​Native​
​0.5-3m tall, often forming dense thickets.​
​Leaves:​​Alternate, deciduous, large (up to 25cm across), maple-leaf shaped, 3-7 lobes,​
​slightly fuzzy on both sides.​

​Azalea (​​genus​​Rhododendron​​, section​​Pentanthera​​):​
​1 - 3m high shrub with numerous spreading branches​
​Leaves:​​buds & leaves are alternate on twigs but may be crowded in a whorl near the tip.​
​Flowers:​​Funnel-shaped tubes up to 1” long, flared at the top into five wide recurved lobes.​
​Open flowers may be 2 inches across, with sticky hairs on the outside.​
​Fruits:​​The dry fruit is a five-celled hairy capsule.​​Clusters of these telltale fruits may be​
​present in winter.​

​Black Hawthorn (​​Crataegus douglasii​​):​​Native​
​Shrub or small tree up to 10m tall.​​Thorns​​up to 3​​cm long.​
​Leaves:​​Alternate, quite thick, dark green above and pale green below, generally oval but​
​with 5-9 lobes on top end.​
​Fruits:​​black/purple, about 1cm long, large seeds​
​Common Hawthorn​​is also very similar and may be found​

​Vine maple (​​Acer circinatum​​):​​Native​
​3-6m tall deciduous shrub or small tree​
​Leaves​​: round to chordate, usually seven to nine centimeters​​long, pointed, and double​
​toothed. 9 sections; you can spell V - I - N - E - M - A - P - L - E  on a leaf!​
​Bark​​: Thin, smooth, and greenish becoming bright reddish brown​
​Flowers:​​white petals in small loose clusters​

​Bigleaf Maple (​​Acer macrophyllum​​):​​Native​
​Up to 35m tall, young bark is green and smooth, older bark grey-brown​
​Leaves:​​Opposite, deciduous, 5-lobed, 15-30cm across​
​Flowers:​​Hanging cylindrical yellow-white clusters​



​Douglas Fir (​​Pseudotsuga menziesii​​):​​Native​
​Large, up to 90m tall, older bark is thick, ridged, rough, and dark brown​
​Leaves:​​Needles are flat, yellow-green, 2-3 cm long, pointed tips, 2 white bands of stomata​
​on the underside, spirally arranged (as opposed to in a flat plane)​
​Cones​​: Pollen cones small, reddish brown. Seed cones oval, 5-10cm​

​Red Alder (​​Alnus rubra​​):​​Native​
​Deciduous, up to 25 m tall. Bark is thin, grey and smooth, often with patches of lichen​
​Leaves:​​Alternate, deciduous, broadly elliptical, 5-15 cm, margins wavy/serrated​
​Flowers:​​Hanging ‘catkins’ (cylindrical spikes), 2-10​​cm long​

​Dogwood (​​Cornus sanguinea​​or​​alternifolia​​):​
​Deciduous, 5-15m tall, multi-branched shrub or small tree characterized by a rounded​
​crown and horizontal branches that spread wider than its height.​
​Leaves:​​Opposite, simple, medium-green in color, 7.6 to 15 cm long, less than 7 cm wide.​
​The veins follow the elliptic curve of the leaf (arcuate). Autumn foliage turns red or purple.​
​Flowers:​​The flowers are yellow, very small, and clustered into inflorescences that are​
​surrounded by 4 large white/pink bracts. Bracts have a rounded notch on the outer edge.​
​Fruit: Black berrylike drupes, clustered.​

​Dandelion (Taraxacum officinale) vs cat’s ear (Hypochoeris radicata):​
​Both have very distinctive bright yellow rosette flowers that turn into fluffy white seed​
​puffballs. However, the cat’s ear flowers are often found on branched stems that are wiry​
​rather than hollow. The leaves of the cat’s ear are also quite hairy, with rounded lobes as​
​opposed to the smooth leaf with pointed lobes of the dandelion.​

​Purple/red clover:​
​10-80cm tall ground covering plants​
​Flowers:​​Each round flower head is about 2-3cm across and consists of numerous tiny​
​tubular flowers. Color is reddish to purple.​
​Leaves​​: Oval or ovate. Toward the center of the upper​​surface of each leaflet, there is​
​usually a chevron that is white or very pale green. Leaves have a clover-like appearance.​

​Hostas (​​family​​Asparagaceae​​, genus​​Hosta​​):​​non-native,​​ornamental​
​0.5 - 1m high, densely growing broad-leafed clusters, in the lily family.​
​Leaves: wide, pointed lanceolate leaves, with many longitudinal veins and thick stems.​
​Flowers: located on upright stems rising above the low-lying plant. Usually drooping, 2–5​
​cm long, with six tepals​​.​​White, lavender, or violet​​in color.​

​Fern (various types; class​​Polypodiopsida​​):​
​Ferns are evolutionary ancient. Their leaves are called fronds, and are usually composed of​
​a leafy blade and petiole (leaf stalk). Leaf shape, size, texture and degree of complexity​
​vary considerably from species to species. Many species of fern have fronds that unfurl​
​from a distinctive curled shape, colloquially called “fiddleheads”.​



​English ivy (​​Hedera helix​​):​​Invasive​
​An aggressive, fast-growing, woody evergreen climbing vine or trailing groundcover.​
​Displaces native vegetation by smothering large areas of ground with its trailing​
​densely-leaved stems or by climbing into tree canopies via clinging aerial rootlets.​
​Leaves:​​thick, 3-5 lobed, dark green leaves (to 4” long ).​
​Flowers:​​Round, umbrella-like clusters of greenish-white​​flowers in early fall followed by​
​blue-black berries.​

​Himalayan Blackberry (Rubus discolor):​
​Invasive.​​Stem is often thick and has sharp edges,​​unlike Trailing Blackberry, which has​
​thin, round stems. Grows quickly in large patches. Large thorns.​
​Leaves: Alternate, 12-25 cm long, toothed, covered with white hairs underneath.​
​Fruits: Blackberries :)​

​Trailing Blackberry (Rubus ursinus):​
​Trailing (low to ground), up to 5 m long, slender small thorns.​
​Leaves: Alternate, deciduous, with 3 leaflets, 3-7 cm long, dark green, toothed​
​Fruits: Blackberries! Slightly smaller than Himalayan blackberry.​

​GLOSSARY​
​Terms​

​Deciduous -​​A tree or plant that sheds its leaves​​annually. In opposition to ...​

​Evergreen​​- A tree or shrub that retains green leaves​​throughout the year​

​Drupe -​​A fleshy fruit with thin skin and a central​​stone containing the seed​

​Whorl​​-​​A pattern of spirals or concentric circles.​

​Lobe​​-​​A part into which a leaf is divided. Leaves​​may be single- or many- lobed.​

​Rosette​​- A circular arrangement of leaves or of structures​​resembling leaves.​

​Chevron​​-​​A line or stripe in the shape of a V or​​an inverted V​

​Sepal​​- A protective / supportive structure on the underside of a flower. Usually like a small​

​green petal​

​Tepal​​-​​A segment of the outer whorl in a flower that​​has no differentiation between petals​

​and sepals.​

​Arcuate -​​Shaped like a bow​

​Inflorescences -​​T​​he complete flower head of a plant​​including stems, stalks, and flowers​

​Bracts​​- a modified leaf or scale, typically small,​​with a flower or flower cluster in its axil.​

​(Bracts are sometimes larger and more brightly colored than the true flower, as with​

​dogwood)​

​Stomata​​- Small pores, found in the epidermis of leaves,​​stems, and other plant organs​




